respectively
( Fig. 1) . The weight of hard feces reingested was estimated to be 3 to 17 g per rabbit and to correspond to approximately 1/20 to 1/4 of soft feces on a wet weight basis. The postures of animals during coprophagy for hard feces were entirely the same as those for soft feces (Fig. 2) . However, coprophagy for hard feces was distinguished from that for soft feces by the following two characteristics. The most outstanding characteristic was the low recovery rate of hard feces at each episode of coprophagy.
Soft feces were almost entirely recovered by rabbits at each defecation, whereas hard feces were taken partially because they were numerous, separated from each other, and defecated quickly. Consequently, the greater part of hard feces could be seen to fall through the floor screen of the cage and accumulate on the table at the time of coprophagy (Fig. 2) . The second characteristic was the short interval between each instance of coprophagy. During the time of soft feces excretion, coprophagy was repeatedly observed at intervals of approximately 10 to 60 minutes. On the It has been reported that the rabbit reingests only its own soft feces at coprophagy [8, 9] . Soft feces have been revealed to be produced through a mechanism separating small particles from the digesta at the proximal colon and excreted during certain times of the day [1, 2] . Actually, coprophagy in the rabbit has been reported to be observed during certain periods of the day ; during the active daytime [101, the night [11] or 24 hours [12] . These discrepancies are now accepted as being attributable to different environmental conditions such as feeding schedule or light-dark cycle [61. In our observation, it was shown that rabbits reingested both their soft and hard feces and therefore coprophagy was observed at almost any time of the day. The rabbit's reingestion of its hard, as well as soft, feces is speculated to occur for the following reasons According to an established theory [5] , the signals transmitted to the animal's nervous system which indicates the presence of feces and induce the defecation reflex is the fecal matter itself located within and expanding the colonic or rectal wall. It is likely that copro- 
